The Millennium and Beyond
Revelation 22: “ Some Final Advise”
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Let's Get Started

We havereached thelast chapter in the Bible'sfinal book, and questions still abound.
Unfortunately, answer sto many questions will not be found here. Instead, John further
explainsthe believer's glorious eternal home, Christ'sfinal promise, a final invitation, and
afinal warning. Asfor the unanswered questions, in histime hewill reveal the answers
(Danid 12:8-10).

River of Life

Revelation 22:1 Then the angel showed metheriver of thewater of life, asclear ascrystal,
flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb



Up to this paint, the angel has been showing John the city's basic framework: foundations,
walls, gates, and a street. The Holy City, however, will also contain other things such as
water, trees, and fruit. Here we see that it will have ariver called theriver of the water of
life. In other versesof Scripture, thiswater of lifeiscalled living water (John 7:37-39), and
it isused asa symbol for the Holy Spirit.

God isusing a physical substance (water) to help explain a spiritual truth. Living water
flows pure, clear, and fresh. It isnot murky, stagnant, or polluted. It possesseslife-giving
qualities (John 3:1-8) that man cannot live without. Theriver of the water of lifeis
portrayed asariver that will possess life-giving powers; water that will restore and
refresh, flow in abundance, and satisfy our thirst.

The source of thisriver will be the throne of God and of the Lamb. They will supply life-
giving water and the Holy Spirit (John 7:37-39) in abundanceto the Holy City. The Trinity
(the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit) will be present to meet all our needs.

Key Symbols:

v River of the Water of Life
* theHoly Spirit

What Othersare Saying:

Hal Lindsey: | don't think it'sfar-fetched to regard this crystal-clear river, from
the throne of God the Father and God the Son, asthe continual outpouring of God
theHoly Spirit. 22

Remember This...

v" To himwho isthirsty | will give to drink without cost from the spring of the water of life
(Revelation 21:6).

Treeof Life

Revelation 22:2 down the middle of the great street of the city. On each side of theriver
stood thetree of life, bearing twelve crops of fruit, yielding itsfruit every month. And the
leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations.

Picturea great street of pure gold like transparent glass. It will have mansions of gold on
each side and ariver of crystal-clear water flowing down the middle with rows of treeson
each side. Thisisthe magnificent scene John istrying to describe.

Thetreeof lifetakesusback to the Garden of Eden (Genesis 3:22-24). Before they sinned
Adam and Eve could have eaten from it and lived forever. In the New Jerusalem, rows of
thetreeof lifewill grow. Thetreeswill produce a different kind of fruit every month
which will provide a continuous supply of food from God. This says something about the
heavenly bodies. Just as Jesus ate and drank (L uke 24:30-34) after being raised from the
dead, believerswill eat and drink in the Holy City.



Believerswill diet on manna and fruit from thetree of life. They will not eat the leaves of
the tree because the leaves will be for the healing of those who dwell on the new earth.
These leaveswill sustain life and add to well-being.

Key Symboals:

v" Fruit from Tree of Life

» fruit for our heavenly diet
v' Leavesfrom Treeof Life

» for the healing of the nations

What Othersare Saying:

Tim LaHaye: It would be better to trandate the word healing as health, not
indicating that man will be sickly during the eternal order, but that the Gentiles or
nationsthat have been inhuman to each other throughout their known history will
be healed in their relationship toward each other and will thuslive equitably and
fairly. z2

Something to Ponder

v" The Tree of Knowledge caused Adam and Eveto know right from wrong. It ishow
they learned what sin was. It caused their spiritual death (separation of their soul and
spirit from God) and their physical death (separation of their soul and spirit from the
body). It cost them immortality. The Tree of Life doesthe opposite. Eating itsfruit
bringsimmortality.

Remember This...

v | will givetheright to eat from the tree of life, which isin the paradise of God (Revelation
2:7).
v To him who overcomes, | will give some of the hidden manna (Revelation 2:17).

The CurseLifted

Revelation 22:3 No longer will there be any curse. Thethrone of God and of the Lamb will
bein the city, and his servantswill serve him.

When Adam and Eve sinned, God placed a curse upon creation (Genesis 3:14-19): Because
of it, women experience pain in childbirth, both men and women suffer sickness, both
must today work for aliving, and physical and spiritual death came upon mankind. Sin
has caused great harm in this present creation, but it will not affect the new creation. Once
God has cast Satan with all hisfollowersinto hell, and raised uswith new bodiesto dwell
in his constant presence, all of the curse will be gone.

TheHoly City will be the new location of God'sthrone. We will not be floating on clouds
with harpsin our hands, but instead we will be praising and serving our God. What we
will doisnot said, but we have already been told that we will reign as priests and kings.



We know that we will find joy and fulfillment (Luke 6:23; Revelation 12:12) in his service.

Something to Ponder

v Inthe New Jerusalem There Will Be No More:
» death, mourning, crying, or pain (Revelation 21:4)
» temple (Revelation 21:22)
* sun or moon (Revelation 21:23)
* night (Revelation 21:25)
* impure, shameful, or deceitful thoughts (Revelation 21:27)
» curse(Revelation 22:3)

Remember This...

v You have made them to be a kingdom and priests to serve our God, and they will reign on
the earth (Revelation 5:10).

See God's Face

Revelation 22:4 They will see hisface, and his name will be on their foreheads.

In the Old Testament, it was M oses (Exodus 33:18-23) who wanted to see the face of God.
In the New Testament, it was Philip (John 14:8, 9). God did not allow them to see hisface,
becauseif they did, they would die. However, asresdents of the Holy City, we will actually
see the face of our Father (1 John 3:2) and his Son. The name of God will bewritten on
believers foreheadsto identify them as God's own.

A name stands for much or little depending upon whoseit is. When God puts hisname on

usit isthegreatest name of all. It standsfor his character, honor, glory, faithfulness, and
much more. It means heis staking hisreputation on us.

Key Symbols:

v Name of God on Our Foreheads
* identifiesthe people of God

Remember This...

v | will write on him the name of my God (Revelation 3:12).

No M ore Night

Revelation 22:5 There will be no more night. They will not need thelight of alamp or the
light of the sun, for the Lord God will give them light. And they will reign for ever and
ever.

Thisisthe second time we have been told there will be no night in the Holy City. Lamps,
light bulbs, and flashlights will not be needed. We will not need the sun for heat or to grow



our crops. God and Jesuswill light the entire creation. They will be all that is needed, and
believerswill have the honor and privilege of reigning with them forever.

What Othersare Saying:

J. Vernon M cGee: Who knows but what (God) will giveto each saint, aworld or a
solar system or a galactic system to operate. Remember that Adam was given
dominion over theold creation on thisearth. 22

TheTruth IsFound Here

Revelation 22:6 The angel said to me, " These words aretrustworthy and true. The Lord,
the God of the spirits of the prophets, sent hisangel to show his servantsthe thingsthat
must soon take place.”

The angel reminded John of the truthfulness of these words. Heis giving hisassurance
that this prophecy istrustworthy and will be fulfilled.

The angel also reminded John of how this message was given. The Lord Jesus sent his
angel to give the prophets spiritual understanding (Colossians 1:9). In other words, Jesus
Isthe source of thisrevelation, and because heis, it must be fulfilled.

Thethings that must soon take place have already started. In fact, thefirst part of this
prophecy (Revelation), the Church Age, isalmost over. Everything from the Raptureto
the Second Coming isnear at hand.

What Othersare Saying:

J. Vernon M cGee: These words are faithful and true (Revelation 22:6 nkjv) means
that no man isto trifle with them by spiritualizing them or reducing them to
meaningless symbols. Our Lord istalking about reality. 2+

Remember This...

v' These are the words of the Amen, the faithful and true witness (Revelation 3:14).

In The Blink of An Eye

Revelation 22:7 " Behold, | am coming soon! Blessed is he who keepsthe words of the
prophecy in this book."

Behold, | am coming soon can beinterpreted in at least two ways: soon or shortly, or
quickly or suddenly. Soon or shortly means before long. Quickly or suddenly means very
fast. Thisissignificant because people get the wrong impression when we say, " Jesus will
come very soon." What we should say is, " When he comes, it will happen very fag, in the
blink of an eye."

M any people wonder why prophecy is so important. It'simportance doesnot liein
predicting the future. But rather, in the changing of our lives, by giving usadesire and



concern for thelost and unsaved. Thefact is, God meansfor prophecy to be obeyed, and
those who do obey are promised a blessing.

Remember This...

v Blessed isthe one who reads the words of this prophecy, and blessed are those who hear it
and take to heart what iswritten in it, because the timeis near (Revelation 1:3).

Overcome With Awe

Revelation 22:8 I, John, am the one who heard and saw these things. And when | had
heard and seen them, | fell down to worship at the feet of the angel who had been showing
them to me.

John isrepeating his claim that heisthe human author of Revelation, and that he both
saw and heard thethingshe writes about. He was so impressed with the angel that
revealed these thingsto him, that he was overcome with awe, and fell down to worship at
the angel's feet.

God Alone

Revelation 22:9 But he said to me, " Do not doit! | am a fellow servant with you and with
your brothersthe prophetsand of all who keep the words of thisbook. Worship God!"

Thisisthe second time an angel told John not to worship him. Angels are servants of God,
the same as John and the prophets are servants of God. It isa mistake to worship angels.
Only God isworthy of worship.

Remember This...

v At thisl fell at hisfeet to worship him. But hesaid to me, " Do not doit! | am a fellow
servant with you and with your brothers who hold to the testimony of Jesus. Worship
God" (Revelation 19:10).

Leave lt Open

Revelation 22:10 Then hetold me, " Do not seal up thewords of the prophecy of this book,
because thetimeisnear.

When Daniel wrote his prophecy several hundred years before the birth of Christ, hedid
not understand some of the things God had shown him. Hewanted an explanation, but the
fulfillment of his prophecies were a long time off, so he wastold to seal them up (Daniel
12:4) until theend time.

Revelation isdifferent. John's prophecy was already unfolding, and the Church Age was
taking hold. For thisreason, the message wasto be left unsealed. God wants people to hear
these things now.



A Great Chasm

Revelation 22:11 L et him who does wrong continue to do wrong; let him whoisvile
continueto bevile; let him who doesright continueto do right; and let him who is holy
continueto be holy."

Thetimewill come when a person'sfinal destiny will be determined and sealed forever.
When the eternal day dawns, all unbelieverswill be condemned and cast into the L ake of
Fire. They will be without hope because their eternal condition will never change. On the
other hand, all believerswill be accepted and given entranceto the Holy City where they
will continue to grow and improve. Hope and holiness will always be theirs.

Thisisawarning regarding the separation of the lost and the saved. A great chasm (Luke
16:26) will separate the Lake of Firefrom the Holy City that no one can cross. The
decisions people makein thislife will determine their destiny and seal it forever.

Key Point

v The decisions people make in thislife will determine their destiny and seal it
forever!

______Heaven ____Ju@ ______Hel

Revelation 22:12 " Behold, | am coming soon! My reward iswith me, and | will giveto
everyone according to what he has done.

ThisisChrist's personal promise that hewill return, and when he does, he will bring
rewardswith him. Hewill separate the lost from the saved, and everyone will receive
rewards according to the quality of work (1 Corinthians 3:11-15) they have done.

Not much issaid in Church about rewards. For the most part it isa neglected message. No
one deserves rewards, but we know they will be given because this verse says so. If we
would let the goodness of God sink in most of uswould do more to honor him, and follow
the advice of the Apostle John: we would watch out so that we will be rewarded fully (2
John 1:8).

Key Symbols:

v" Rewards
» heaven or hell

TheAll In All

Revelation 22:13 | am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning and
the End.

Jesusisusing three of histitlesto identify himself with the Father. He has used them several
times before (Revelation 1.8, 17; 2:8; 21:6). No one else can use them because they assert his



deity. Explain it? No one can. It must be taken by faith.

Heavenly Laundry?

Revelation 22:14 " Blessed are those who wash their robes, that they may havetheright to
thetree of lifeand may go through the gatesinto the city.

Christ'swords hereimply a choice between washing our robes or leaving them dirty. Those
who choose to wash their robes and therefore accept Christ will be blessed with two
rewards;

1. accesstotheTreeof Life
2. permission to passthrough the gates of the Holy City.

Those who leave their robes dirty by refusing to accept Christ will be rejecting hisrewards.

Something to Ponder:

v' The Sermon on the Mount (M atthew 5-7) isone of the most popular and best known
teachings of Jesus. It beginswith several principles Christians call the Beatitudes
(Matthew 5:3-10). Revelation also contains some Beatitudes, but very few people are
aware of it. They are:

v Blessed isthe one who reads the words of this prophecy, and blessed are those who hear it
and take to heart what iswritten in it (Revelation 1:3).

v Blessed are the dead who diein the Lord from now on (Revelation 14:13).

v Blessed is he who stays awake and keeps his clothes with him, so that he may not go naked
and be shamefully exposed (Revelation 16:15).

v Blessed are those who areinvited to the wedding supper of the Lamb (Revelation 19:9).

v Blessed and holy are those who have part in thefirst resurrection. The second death hasno
power over them, but they will be priests of God and of Christ and will reign with him for a
thousand years (Revelation 20:6).

v Blessed is he who keeps the words of the prophecy in this book (Revelation 22:7).

v Blessed are those who wash their robes, that they may have theright to the tree of life and

may go through the gatesinto the city (Revelation 22:14).

Key Symbols:

v Washed Robes

» those who accept Christ
v" Unwashed Robes

» thosewho regect Christ

Revelation 22:15 Outside are the dogs, those who practice magic arts, the sexually immoral,
themurderers, theidolaters, and everyone who loves and practices falsehood.

Jesusisproviding hisown list of those who will not be blessed with accesstothe Treeof Life



and the Holy City. Instead of fruit from the Tree of Life, the dogs (those involved in the
occult, sexual immorality, idolatry, and lying) will eat the garbage of hell. Instead of access
to theHoly City, these dogs will scavengein the Lake of Fire.

Something to Ponder:

v" But the cowardly, the unbelieving, the vile, the murderers, the sexually immoral, those who
practice magic arts, theidolaters and all liars, their place will bein thefiery lake of
burning sulfur (Revelation 21:8).

Key Symbols:

v' Dogs
» thoseinvolved in the occult, sexual immorality, idolatry, and lying

A Star from David

Revelation 22:16 " I, Jesus, have sent my angel to give you thistestimony for the churches. |
am the Root and the Offspring of David, and the bright Morning Star."

Here Jesusreiteratesthefirst two verses of Chapter 1 by saying that Revelation isa
testimony he gave to an angel for delivery to the churches.

The Root and the Offspring of David (Jeremiah 33:15) comes from the Old Testament and is
areferencetothe Messiah.

Jesusisthe Messiah!

The bright Morning Star (Numbers 24:17; Revelation 2:28) comes from both the Old and
New Testaments. Jesusisidentifying himself as the one who will appear near the end of
earth'sdarkest hour (Tribulation Period). He alone will bring a brighter day to theworld
(Millennium).

Revelation 22:17 The Spirit and the bride say, " Come!” And let him who hears say,
"Come!" Whoever isthirsty, let him come; and whoever wishes, let him take the free gift of
the water of life.

ThisisGod'sfinal call. It isa call for all believersto Come!, and a call for all believersto tell
all unbelieversto Come! The Holy Spirit worksin and through the Bride of Christ (the
Church), using them to invite all unbelieversto cometo Jesus and drink of hissalvation, the
water of life.

Whoever isthirsty should Come! Those who aretired of living without Jesus should Come!



God invitesall who desireto receive hisfree gift of salvation through His Son Jesusto
Comel

Nothing New

Revelation 22:18 | warn everyone who hearsthe words of the prophecy of thisbook: If
anyone adds anything to them, God will add to him the plagues described in this book.

Revelation was given by God, and it isHisWord alone. He alone has authority over it.

Anyone who adds anything new to the words of Revelation will feel the wrath of God upon
him.

Something to Ponder

v Therearereligious groupstoday that teach God islove, but refute the message of
salvation, thewrath of God, the judgment of God, the Tribulation Period, and hell.

Wouldn't you call this adding and taking away from the Word of God?

v' Hereare some examples:

Jesusisreally the Archangel Michael (Jehovah's Witnesses).

Hell isreally the grave (Jehovah's Witnesses).

God, rather than Jesus, was once a mortal human being (M ormons).
Worthy humans are going to become gods and goddesses (M or mons).
God isa cosmic force, not a personal being (New Age).

Eve'ssin was a sexual affair with Satan (M oonies).

War ning!

v' If God struck down Ananias and Sapphira (Acts5:1-11) for introducing sin into the
early Church, what do you think he will do with those who do it today?

Nothing L ess

Revelation 22:19 And if anyonetakes words away from thisbook of prophecy, God will
take away from him hissharein thetree of life and in the holy city, which are described in
this book.

Taking away from thisbook brings on a second part to God's warning. Anyone who deletes
anything from thisbook risks having hissharein the Tree of Life and Holy City erased.
Those who do delete something prove not only that they do not love God or believein his
Word, but that they are destined for the Lake of Fire aswell.

Related Current Events

v' Thearticle (Theologians Opening Heaven's Gate A Bit Wider) reads, " Five centuries
sincethe end of theMiddle Ages, it'slikely that modern-day Christians still subscribeto
vestiges of that period's classic depictions of heaven and hell: the former a place of
infinite peace and joy; the latter a hideous chamber of eternal punishment.
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" Last week, the Church of England made international news by joining other church
bodies, including its American relative, the Episcopal Church, in re ecting the medieval
image of hell, calling it adistortion of 'the revelation of God's love in Christ.’

v' "Theimplication wasthat God isa 'sadistic monster...who consigned millionsto eternal
torment.'"
v Theword isthen that theliberals are again reecting the doctrine of eternal punishment.

They thereby deny the Word of God, but they do so in the name of the love of God. 22

Something to Ponder

v' Many denominations arerewriting their hymnals and wor ship materials. They have
decided to change such wordsas" him," " darkness,” and " blindness' becausethey do
not want to offend women, African-Americans, Native Americans, Hispanics, etc. Some
have even produced Biblesand New Testamentsthat contain an approved inclusive
language.

Should this be considered adding to or taking away from the Word of God?

OnelLast Promise

Revelation 22:20 He who testifiesto these thingssays, " Yes, | am coming soon.” Amen.
Come, Lord Jesus.

| am coming soon ishisfinal promise! In answer to this promise of the Lord'sreturn,

John responds, Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. Thisis a statement of John's personal belief,
and he urges Jesusto come back.

A Final Note of Grace

Revelation 22:21 The grace of the Lord Jesus be with God's people. Amen.

These last words of the Bible serve asa reminder that grace makes salvation (Ephesians
2:8) possible. Grace will keep usout of the Lake of Fire, and let us passthrough the gates of
the Holy City.

Remember This...

v' GraceisGod's Riches At Christ's Expense. Grace and peace to you from him whois, and
who was, and who isto come, and from the seven spirits before histhrone (Revelation 1:4).

Something to Ponder

v" Facts About Salvation:
* Everyoneneedsit (Romans 3:23).
*» Everyonecan haveit (John 3:16).
* Only Jesuscan giveit (John 14:6).



* Only believersreceiveit (John 3:36).

Study Questions

What will believers have on their foreheadsin heaven?
What can a person do to be blessed by God?

How do we know the words of Revelation aretrue?

What was John's mistake that we read about in this chapter?
Who will have accessto the Tree of Life and the Holy City?

ANANENENRN

Goto Answers

Chapter Wrap-up

v' TheRiver of Lifewill flow from the Throne of God through the Holy City. On each side
of theriver will bethe Treeof Life. (Revelation 22:1, 2)

v' Thecurseof theoriginal sin caused by the fall of Adam and Eve will belifted when God

makes everything new. God will once again dwell among his people and be the light for

their feet. (Revelation 22:3-5)

The Spirit and bride call anyonewho isthirsty to come and drink freely from the Water

of Life. (Revelation 22:17)

A final warning goesto anyone who addsto, or detracts from Revelation. Those who do

not heed thiswarning face the plagues contained therein. (Revelation 22:18, 19)

Christ hasa final promise for all who read Revelation: He is coming soon! (Revelation

22:20)
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Time Is Running Out!
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