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Let's Get Started

This chapter continuesto tell usabout peoples, nations, languages, and kings that will exist
during the Tribulation Period. We will learn more about the 144,000 Jewish witnesses, the
Tribulation Saints, the city of Jerusalem, and those who take the M ark of the Beast. We
will also learn about Armageddon and Babylon.

Preser ve and Protect

Revelation 14:1 Then | looked, and there before me was the Lamb, standing on M ount
Zion, and with him 144,000 who had hisname and his Father's name written on their
foreheads.

After having therise of the Antichrist and the False Prophet revealed to him, John now



sees Jesus standing on Mount Zion in Jerusalem, with his 144,000 Jewish witnesses
gathered around him. These 144,000 are those believer swho will have the name of Jesus
and his Father written on their foreheads (Revelation 7:3).

What Othersare Saying:

Hal Lindsey: Thisisa first magnitude miracle, since more than half the earth's
population, including many thousands of the evangelists convertswill be wiped out
during the horrorsof the Tribulation Period. 2

Remember This...

v Jesuswill seal the 144,000 Jewish witnesses between the opening of the sixth and
seventh seal. After this, when the seventh seal is opened and the seven trumpets sound:

» one-third of theearth and treeswill burn up

one-third of the sea will turn to blood

one-third of all shipswill be destroyed

one-third of the fresh water will be polluted

one-third of the light of the sun and moon will be diminished and multitudes

will die

v' The Antichrist and his False Prophet will slaughter even more multitudes, and cause
the Jews to flee from Jerusalem, but none of the dead will include the chosen 144,000.
Jesus and his 144,000 will not be afraid to stand in the middle of the city, for he knows
how to preserve and protect (Proverbs 2:8) himself and his own.

v" The 144,000 will have the name of Jesus and the Father on their foreheads. The
followers of the False Prophet will have the name of the Antichrist (Revelation 13:16,
17) on their foreheads.

v" Mount Zion was the name of an ancient fortified hill controlled by the Jebusites (2
Samuel 5:6, 7). King David captured the hill and took up residencein thefortress at
thetop. He then built a city around the fortress which was called by two names:

» thecity of David
» Jerusalem (1 Chronicles 11:4-8).
v' Today, Jerusalem isthe political and religious capital of Israel.

Key Point

v Jesus knows how to preserve and protect hisown.

Heavenly Harps

Revelation 14:2 And | heard a sound from heaven liketheroar of rushing watersand like
aloud peal of thunder. The sound | heard was like that of harpists playing their harps.

Singing will be heard in heaven for the 144,000 who stand unhurt on Mount Zion. They



alone have survived the disasters of the Antichrist and False Prophet.

What Othersare Saying:

David Hocking: Theidea of people playing harps (Psalm 144:9; 147:7; 149:3;
150:3) in heaven is not foreign to the Bible. 2

You Would HaveHad to Been There

Revelation 14:3 And they sang a new song before the throne and before the four living
creatures and the elders. No one could learn the song except the 144,000 who had been
redeemed from the earth.

The heavenly multitude will sing a new song before the throne of God, the four living
creatures, and the twenty-four elders. No one will understand their song except the
144,000.

Often we sing songs without really under standing what the writer went through or is
trying to convey. We would have needed to be there to understand what inspired them.
The next two verses will give us an idea of the demands placed on the 144,000 that enabled
them to understand this new song.

What Othersare Saying:

David Hocking: They alone, having experienced deliverance through their suffering
and death, areableto singitspraise. ==

Trueto The End

Revelation 14:4 These are those who did not defile themselves with women, for they kept
themselves pure. They follow the Lamb wherever he goes. They were purchased from
among men and offered asfirstfruitsto God and the Lamb.

Thisisa controversial verse. Some say the 144,000 will be celibate, while others claim they
will either not break their marriage vows, or will remain unmarried. Still othersbelieve
they will not commit spiritual fornication by wor shipping idols and teaching false
doctrines. It isdifficult to say who isright, but we can be sure of some things:

v during the Tribulation Period, it will be difficult for these men to be married and be
good husbands and fathers

v they will remain purein spite of living in aworld filled with immorality and spiritual
fornication.

They follow the Lamb wherever he goes means they will abidein his presence. They will not
stray from the will or teachings of Jesus. They were purchased from among men meansthey
have been bought with the blood of Jesus. Offered asfirstfruits to God and the Lamb means
they will be thefirst Jews saved during the Tribulation Period with more fruit to follow.



What Othersare Saying:

Tim LaHaye: The Bible does not teach celibacy; in fact, no hint of it isfound in
Scripture. The Bible everywhere advocates that Christians be holy and virtuous,
undefiled by the world. Misuse of sex has always been one of man's greatest
problems; infidelity and immorality one of man's greatest temptations.

Hal Lindsey: Most Bible commentator s agree that the celibacy of these men refers
not so much to sexual purity (although thisisimportant) but to separation from
spiritual fornication and adultery (James 4:4). =

J. Vernon M cGee: Therefore, the comment, These are they which were not defiled
with women for they are virgins (kjv), isprobably referring to chastity in both the
literal sense and the spiritual sense. And this makes good sense, by the way.

Faithful and True

Revelation 14:5 No liewas found in their mouths; they are blameless.

Truthfulnesswill also characterize the 144,000. They will have nothing to do with thelies
of the Antichrist, or the counterfeit doctrines of the False Prophet. They will be faithful to
God and clothed in therighteousness of Christ.

Remember This...
v" The 144,000...
stand with Jesus on Mount Zion ® they arevictorious with Jesus
marked on their foreheads g thenamesof Jesusand his Father
understand the heavenly new song g understand because of their trials
kept themselvespure g avoid immorality and idolatry
follow the Lamb wherever he goes ® abidein hispresence
purchased from among men ® bought with the blood of Jesus

offered asfirstfruitsto God and the & first Jewssaved during the
Lamb Tribulation

no liewas found in their mouths ® faithful and true

Proclaim The Gospel

Revelation 14.6 Then | saw another angel flying in midair, and he had the eternal gospel to
proclaim to those who live on the earth—to every nation, tribe, language, and people.

Today, the Church isresponsible for the proclamation of the gospel. But that will change
after the Rapture. Jesus said, This gospel of the kingdom will be preached in the whole world
as a testimony to all nations, and then the end will come (M atthew 24:14). Because the



Church will bein heaven, God will use the 144,000 Jews, the two witnesses, and even an
angel (Galatians 1:8, 9) to spread his message. He will go to great lengthsto give the world
one last chanceto be saved.

What gospel will the angel preach? Thefact that it iscalled the eternal gospel isindication
that it isidentical to the gospel the Church preached. Sometry to separate the gospel into

different categories. the gospel of grace, the gospel of the kingdom, the gospel of judgment,
the eternal gospel, Paul's gospel, etc. But all of these are part of the same gospel.

Key Point
v' Thereisonly one Gospel.

Key Symbols:

v' TheFirst Angel
» proclaimsthe eternal gospel to all people

Death or Life... That IsThe Choice

Revelation 14.7 He said in aloud voice, " Fear God and give him glory, because the hour of
hisjudgment has come. Worship him who made the heavens, the earth, the sea, and the
springs of water."

People will have two choices:

v believethe Antichrist, believe hislie, and worship him

v fear God (Psalm 111:10; 147:11) alone and give him all the glory. Choosing to follow
the Antichrist can only lead to spiritual death, but choosing to follow God will surely
lead to spiritual life.

What doesit mean to fear God? Satan would have us believe it meansto be afraid of God,
but that isincorrect. To fear God meansto have a holy respect for him, believe he exists,
and believe hereigns and will judge all mankind. Thiskind of fear isthe beginning of
wisdom and it pleases God.

Babylon The Harlot

Revelation 14:8 A second angel followed and said, " Fallen! Fallen is Babylon the Great,
which made all the nations drink the maddening wine of her adulteries.”

Babylon isknown asthe city of Satan because of itslong history of idolatry, astrology,
witchcraft, and other occult practices. It isthe birthplace of many false doctrines (Isaiah
47:9-13) and religions such as goddess wor ship.

In Acts 2:3 the new believers of Christ were accused of being drunk on new wine, but they
wer e actually being filled with the Holy Spirit. In that chapter wineisa symbol of the Holy
Spirit. In thischapter, maddening wineis areference to demon possession (L uke 8:26-36).
Making the nationsdrink thiswineisareference to Babylon forcing her Satanic-inspired



falsereligion on theworld.

The ancient city died out many centuries ago, but during the 1980's and 90's Saddam
Hussein poured hundreds of millions of dollarsinto rebuilding it. #z The Persian Gulf War
eventually slowed him down, but therebuilt city will become a great center of religion and
tradeduring the Tribulation Period. The False Prophet will locate the headquarters of his
falsereligion there.

In verses 6 and 7, we learned that God will send thefirst angel of Chapter 14 to proclaim
the gospel to all people. That angel will also proclaim the arrival of God'sjudgment. Then
a second angel will declare the fall of Babylon. Thisisajudgment the Old Testament
prophets (Isaiah 13:4-6, 19, 20; Jeremiah 51.7, 25, 26) predicted and it must come to pass.
Babylon's fascination with the occult and her spread of a one-world harlot religion will
bring a world-classfall.

Theword Fallen isrepeated twice to mean two separate falls or judgments. The false
religious system will fall first when the Antichrist turnson it just after the mid-point of the
Tribulation Period. Therebuilt city of Babylon will fall again when it isburned to the
ground in one hour near theend of the Tribulation Period (more on thislater in Chapter
17).

Key Symbols:

v" Second Angel
» declaresthefall of Babylon

What Othersare Saying:

J. Vernon McGee: | believe the ancient city of Babylon will berebuilt though not at
the samelocation, and that judgment upon it, which is predicted in the Book of
Isaiah, isyet to come, =

J.H. Médton: Many religious leaders of the present day are very enthusiastic about
what they call " Christian unity." Millions of professing Christians are being swept
by sentimental appealsinto the ecumenical monster, the World Council of
Churches, the one-world church. Again and again people are heard to exclaim,
"Wouldn't it be wonderful if we just had one great big church?" They will have
their onegreat big church, but it will not be so wonderful. It will be a federation of
God-defying, Christ-denying, apostate religious leaders. 2

Do Not TakeTheMark

Revelation 14:9 A third angel followed them and said in aloud voice: " If anyone worships
the beast and hisimage and receives his mark on the forehead or on the hand,

A third angel will fly through the air with a third announcement. This announcement will
concer n those who wor ship the Antichrist, worship hisimage, and take hisMark. Thefirst
angel will preach the gospel and plead with people to worship God. The second angel will
announcethefall of Babylon. Thisangel will warn people not to worship the Antichrist or



takethe M ark of the Beast.

Key Symbols:

v" Third Angel
» warnsnot to worship the Antichrist or take the Mark of the Beast

Tormented by Fire

Revelation 14:10 he, too, will drink of the wine of God's fury, which has been poured full
strength into the cup of hiswrath. He will be tormented with burning sulfur in the
presence of the holy angels and of the Lamb.

Thisisone of those " you will reap what you sow" verses. Babylon will make all the nations
drink the maddening wine of her adulteries. Those who drink her wine will then be made to
drink thewine of God'sfury which will be unimaginable torment with burning sulfur. We
know that burning sulfur increasesthe temperature of afire, and therefore, in thiscase,
would raisethelevel of suffering.

Everyone should heed thiswarning. Following the Antichrist and wor shipping him will
stir thewrath of God.

What Othersare Saying:

J. Vernon McGee: If you believe that the Church isgoing through the Great
Tribulation, you also believe that the Lord Jesus Christ isgoing to subject hisown
to themingled, unmixed cup of hisanger. | smply cannot believe that Christ would
do thisto the Church which he hasredeemed. v

J.H. Médton: Therearethose who mock and jeer at theidea of an eternal hell for
the wicked. Shall we believe our modern, sentimental philosophers, or abide by the
Word of our God and his holy angels? »u

NoEnd Tolt

Revelation 14:11 And the smoke of their torment risesfor ever and ever. Thereisnorest
day or night for those who worship the beast and hisimage, or for anyone who receivesthe
mark of hisname."

The smokewill roll up asif from a great volcano. Anyone who wor ships the beadt, his
image, or who receivesthe Mark will never rest.

What Othersare Saying:

Oliver B. Greene: There arethosetoday who tell usthat the wicked will be
burned... that thereisno such thing as an everlasting hell. | would like for these
fellowsto explain to me why, if God isgoingto burn up thewicked, he does not put
out thefire. Why doesthe smoke ascend up forever and ever? 2



David Hocking: But does God punish peopleforever? It appearsthat his holiness,
justice, and righteous character demand it. If we refuse his offer of salvation from
sin, death, and hell, what else could he do and remain a holy God? Hislove, mercy,
and forgiveness becometotally meaninglessif thereisno retribution for our
rebellion and sin. If thereiseternal life for the believer then thereisalso eternal
punishment for the unbeliever. =

Tim LaHaye: It iswell to remember that even matter cannot be annihilated, as any
scientist will confirm. Elements can be changed, but they cannot be annihilated. I
matter cannot be annihilated, how much lesstheimmortal soul of man. =

Remain Faithful

Revelation 14:12 Thiscallsfor patient endurance on the part of the saintswho obey God's
commandments and remain faithful to Jesus.

God hasdecreed that the Tribulation Period will come and the Antichrist will be given
power over theworld for seven years. When the Antichrist goes on hisrampage, there will
not be much that believerscan do. God cannot go back on hisWord. His prophecies must
befulfilled. Believerswill have to endure, keep hiscommandments, and remain faithful
(Matthew 24:13; Luke 21:19).

A Blessing to Die

Revelation 14:13 Then | heard a voice from heaven say, " Write: Blessed arethe dead who
dieintheLord from now on." "Yes" saysthe Spirit, " they will rest from their labor, for
their deedswill follow them."

Thisisamessage of assurance and hope to those who will betrying to endurethetrials of
the Tribulation Period. God does not want believersto be afraid to die. It isa blessing to
dieintheLord, but still, most of usdo not want to die before our time.

A timewill come during the Tribulation when it will be better for the saved to die (2
Timothy 2:11, 12) than to live. They will leave their grief and torment behind, enter
heaven, and rest in the presence of God wheretheir deedswill follow them (M atthew 6: 20).
This, obvioudly, isfar better than taking the M ark and suffering eternal damnation in hell.

What Othersare Saying:

John Hagee: Some Christians and Jewswho are unableto flee to the Jordanian
wilderness will be sheltered from the genocide by caring individuals (M atthew
25:31-46). Otherswill be captured and put to death, and these saintswill receive a
special blessing from God for their courageous devotion to him in the midst of
horrific persecution and torture, =

TheHarvest

Revelation 14:14 | looked, and there before me was a white cloud, and seated on the cloud
wasone" like a son of man" with a crown of gold on hishead and a sharp sicklein his



hand.

A day iscoming when Jesus will take a seat in the clouds (Danidl 7:13). He will wear a gold
crown and hold a sharp sickle. The crown will identify him as a king, and the sickle will
signify a coming harvest.

The Scripturesteach that Jesuswill come back in the clouds astheKing of kingsand Lord
of lords. He said, The harvest isthe end of the age, and the harvesters are angels. Asthe
weeds are pulled up and burned in thefire, so it will be at the end of the age. The Son of Man
will send out his angels, and they will weed out of his kingdom everything that causes sin and
all who do evil. They will throw them into the fiery furnace, where there will be weeping and
gnashing of teeth (Matthew 13:39-42). It will be aterrible day for thelost because not only
will it betheir last day on earth, but their destiny will be sealed for eternity aswell.

Key Symbols:

v" Crown of Gold
= Jesusisking
v' Sharp Sickle\
* theharvest iscoming

What Othersare Saying:

David Hocking: Jesuswas called " the Son of Man" throughout the Gospels. It was
thetitle he most often used for himself. It isareminder that our coming Judgeis
one who knowswhat we are like. His humanity gives him valid credentials for
judging mankind. John 5:27 (nkjv) says the Father has given Him authority to
execute judgment also, because He isthe Son of Man.

Wim Malgo: Thesharp sickleisraised in preparation for the harvest. Thisterm is
never used for the gathering of good grain, and therefore it means something
terrible. Heiscoming here asthe Judge of the world.

Not Too Soon

Revelation 14:15 Then another angel came out of the temple and called in aloud voiceto
him who was sitting on the cloud, Take your sickle and reap, because the timeto reap has
come, for the harvest of theearth isripe.

AsJesus appearsin the clouds, an angel will come forth from the heavenly temple. He will
urge Jesusto take his sickle and reap because the time of judgment hasarrived and the
harvest isready.

The Greek word for ripe, xeraino, meanstotally ripe, rotten, or withered. The harvest of
the earth isripe showsusthat God will withhold hisjudgment until the last minute. When
hisjudgment falls, the Church will have been raptured, most of the Tribulation Saintsand
Jews will have been killed, and the world will betotally corrupt. No one will be ableto
truthfully claim that Jesus acted too soon.



Key Symbols:

v" Fourth Angel
» takeyour sickle and reap because the harvest is ready

Swoosh

Revelation 14:16 So he who was seated on the cloud swung hissickle over the earth, and
the earth was harvested.

Jesuswill swing hissharp sickle (Joel 3:13, 14) over the earth. Many of the remaining
unbelieverswill befilled with terror and try to run and hide. Otherswill beg, cry, and
plead, but it will betoo late. They will have wasted their last chance, and he will take

multitudes and cast them into the eternal fire (Lake of Fire, Matthew 25:41).

What Othersare Saying:

J. Vernon McGee: TheLord Jesus Christ isthe Savior of theworld, but heisalso
the Judge of all theworld. =

Mercy, Not Another Angel

Revelation 14:17 Another angel came out of the temple in heaven, and hetoo had a sharp
sickle.

Thisangel will come directly from the presence of God with a sharp sicklejust likethe one
Jesus will have.

Key Symbols:

v Fifth Angel
= asecond sickle from God

And Yet Another Angel

Revelation 14:18 Still another angel, who had charge of the fire, came from the altar and
called in a loud voice to him who had the sharp sickle, " Take your sharp sickle and gather
the clustersof grapesfrom the earth'svine, because itsgrapesareripe.”

Y et another angel will come forth, thistime from the altar in the heavenly temple. We read
about thisaltar beforein Revelation 8:3. It iswherethe Tribulation Saints call upon God
to avengetheir blood. Now thisangel will urge the angedl with the sharp sickle (the fourth
angel of Chapter 14) to gather the clusters of grapesfrom the earth’'s vine, because its grapes
areripe. Since Jesusisthe TrueVine (John 15:1), it islikely that theearth'svineisa
referenceto the Antichrist. The clustersof grapeswill bethefruit of the earth’svine or
those nationsthat follow the Antichrist.

Thisindicatestwo things:



v" God will eventually answer the prayersof the Tribulation Saintswho cried out for
revenge

v thewickedness of the earth will be great. God does not always answer prayersright
away, but hewill not let them go unanswered forever. Neither will he let wicked
nations or individuals deny him forever.

Key Symbols:

v' Clustersof Grapes
= fruit of the Antichrist (hisfollowers)
v' Earth'sVine
» Antichrist
v" The Sixth Angel
» tellsthefourth angel to take his sharp sickle and gather the clusters of grapes

What Othersare Saying:

David Hocking: All true believers are designed by God to bear the fruit of God's
righteousness (Galatians 5:22-23; Philippians 1:9-11). In a Similar manner,
unbelieversare described asavinethat bearsfruit, not the fruit of God's character,
but the fruit of wickedness and rebellion.

Remember This...

v" The souls of the martyred Tribulation Saintsunder the altar asked, How long,
Sovereign Lord, holy and true, until you judge the inhabitants of the earth and avenge our
blood (Revelation 6:9, 10)?

Cast Them Out

Revelation 14:19 The angel swung hissickle on the earth, gathered its grapesand threw
them into the great winepress of God'swrath.

Thefourth angel will use hisgreat sickleto gather the wicked nations of the earth. He will
then cast them into the winepress of God'swrath. Thisisasymbol to help usunderstand
what is going to happen. When farmers go into their vineyardsto harvest the grapesthey
cast them into the winepress and squeeze the juice out of them. In this processthe grapes
are practically destroyed. The same thing will happen to the wicked when thisangel
harveststhe earth. They will be like a grape being squashed in a winepress.

What Othersare Saying:

J.H. Mdlton: Thisis, in reality, a war scene, a gathering of armies, the bringing
together of the kings of the earth and of the whole world to the battle of the great
day of God Almighty... They are assembled on the battlefield of M egiddo. »

J.R. Church: | believethat Christianswill not be forced to endure thewrath of
God'sjudgment. We will be raptured to meet our Lord in the air at some point



prior to the beginning of that dreadful time, 2

Remember This...

v" Two reasons why many believe the Church will be raptured before the Tribulation
Period are:
»  Jesuswill rescue usfrom the coming wrath (1 Thessalonians 1:10).
* God did not appoint usto suffer wrath (1 Thessalonians 5:9).

AsHigh AsaHorse'sBridle

Revelation 14:20 They were trampled in the winepress outside the city, and blood flowed
out of the press, rising as high asthe horses bridlesfor a distance of 1,600 stadia.

Thisisareferenceto the Battle of Armageddon. Theripe grapes (wicked nations) will be
trampled in the winepress of God'swrath (Isaiah 34:1-8). People will be crushed by the
burning bronze feet of Jesuslike small grapes under the weight of alarge man.

Since the blood will rise as high asthe horses bridlesfor approximately 180 mileswe
know that millionswill die. Before it happens, though, God will preach the gospel through
the 144,000 Jews, the two witnesses, and hisangel (thefirst angel of Chapter 14). He will

also send an angedl (thethird angel of Chapter 14) to warn those who follow the Antichrist.
He will givethe world many chancesto repent before he destroysit.

Key Point
v" God will give the world many chancesto repent before he destroysit.

What Othersare Saying:

Hal Lindsey: Apparently thiswhole valley (valley of M egiddo, or Armageddon, see
map) will befilled with war materials, animals, bodies of men, and blood. 2

David Hocking: God'srighteous anger isunleashed against all unbelievers, the
nations of theworld who have lived in opposition to his purposes and re ected his
Messiah. Now, at the end of the Tribulation, they will taste his personal wrath. The
consequences are awesome, 2

Peter and Paul Lalonde: Despitetheir rebellion, the knee of every person at

Armageddon shall indeed bow and the tongue of each shall indeed confess that
JesusChrist isLord! 2

Remember This...

v" When John saw Jesus, Christ's feet were like bronze glowing in a furnace (Revelation
1:15).




What sounds did John hear in heaven and what do they mean?

What issignificant about " dying in theLord?"

Who will send harvestersto the earth during the Tribulation Period, who will do the
harvesting, and what will they harvest?

What does" trampled in the winepress' imply?
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Chapter Wrap-up

v" The 144,000 will stand with Jesus on Mount Zion and sing a new song since they will be
redeemed from the earth and offered asfirstfruits. These are also the oneswho kept
themselves pure during the Tribulation. (Revelation 14:1-5)

An angel will fly through the air proclaiming the Gospel to all the earth’'sinhabitants
and warning them that the hour of God'sjudgment isnear. (Revelation 14:6, 7)

A second angel will follow thefirst and proclaim the fall of Babylon because she caused
the nations of the earth to sin. (Revelation 14:8)

A third angel will follow thefirst two and warn the people of earth to not worship the
Antichrist or receive hisMark. Those who do follow the Antichrist will suffer God's
fury forever. (Revelation 14:9-12)

Two harvests of the earth will occur. Thefirst onewill be by Christ and the second by
an angel who will throw his harvest into the winepress of God'swrath. (Revelation
14:14-20)
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