From the Raptureto the Second Coming

Revelation 10: “Mighty Angel and Little Scroll”
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Let's Get Started

In Chapter 1 John was given a message by one like a son of man. Hewastold to write
down what he saw and passit on to the seven churches. Thisvision became known as
Revelation. Now at the start of Chapter 10, John will see a mighty angel who will present
him with a book that will contain another message for him to another pass on.

He Will Wear a Cloud

Revelation 10:1 Then | saw another mighty angel coming down from heaven. He was
robed in a cloud, with a rainbow above hishead; hisface waslike the sun, and hislegs
werelikefiery pillars.

John saw a mighty angel in Revelation 5:2. Now we read that he will see another mighty
angel. We do not know the identity of thisangel, but we do know that he will have great
authority. He will be allowed to stand in the presence of God and will speak for God. He
will probably be an archangel who will come down from heaven wearing some unusual



gar ments.

First, this mighty angel will be clothed in a cloud. In the Bible, clouds have been associated
with at least two things: the presence of God and thereturn of Jesus. God came down to
Mt. Sinai in a cloud (Exodus 19:9-11) and led the I sraeliteswith a pillar of cloud (Exodus
13:21); Jesus ascended to heaven in a cloud (Acts 1:8-11) and will return in the clouds
(Matthew 24:30). This mighty angel's clothing could be a reminder that hewill be a
messenger from God, or it could also be a reminder that Jesuswill be returning soon.

Second, this mighty angel will either wear a™ hat" that lookslike a rainbow or he will have
arainbow circling hishead. Therainbow (Genesis 9:11-16) isareminder that God
promised to never destroy the world with aflood again. He even placed a rainbow around
histhrone (Revelation 4:3) asareminder. We can only speculate about the rainbow on the
mighty angel's head, but it probably will symbolizethat God isa God of grace, a God who
keeps his promises, a God who will not let theworld destroy itself, and a God whose Son is
coming back.

Third, thismighty angel's face will shinelike the sun. When M oses came down from Mt.
Sinai with the Ten Commandments, his face shined (Exodus 34:29-33) from being in the
presence of God. When John saw Jesus on the Isle of Patmos (Revelation 1:9-16), Christ's
face shined like the sun. The shekinah glory of God on this mighty angel's face will
indicate he has been in the presence of God.

Fourth, thismighty angel'slegswill be as pillars of fire. When John saw Jesuson thelde
of Patmos, hisfeet were like burning bronze, a symbol of judgment. Thisangel'sfiery legs
will represent God's plan to take control of the earth through divine judgment.

Key Symbols:

v A Mighty Angel
= robedin acloud
= rainbow above his head
= hisfacelikethesun
» |egslikefiery pillars

What Othersare Saying:

David Hocking: In the book of Revelation, angels are angels, not symbols of events,
things, places, or persons.

J. Vernon M cGee: All of these features of identification are his credentials and
connect him to the person of Christ as his special envoy. »2

Remember This...

v God('s)
* jisaGod of grace.
» will keep hispromises.



* will not let theworld destroy itself.
» Son, Jesus, iscoming back.

In The Name of My King

Revelation 10:2 He was holding alittle scroll, which lay open in hishand. He planted his
right foot on the sea and hisleft foot on the land,

The mighty angel will carry a small open book in hishand. While heis holding it, he will
plant hisright foot on the sea and hisleft foot on dry land. Thisisa symbolic gesture that
has been played out in the movies many times. The main character sailsto some new idand
or far-off country. When hearrives he leaves his ship, getsinto arowboat, and hissailors
row him to land. Then he steps out of the rowboat onto dry land, and claimsthat isand or
country in thename of hisruler. The sameistrue of thisangel. He will have one foot on
the sea and onefoot on the land as he stakes a claim in the name of hisKing because the
earth istheLord's (Psalm 24:1).

He Speaks With Thunder

Revelation 10:3 and he gave aloud shout like theroar of a lion. When he shouted, the
voices of the seven thunders spoke.

This mighty angel will shout with aloud voice like the roar of alion to speak on behalf of
the King of kings. At the sametime he speaks, a voice in heaven will roar likethe seven
thunders. The seven thundersisa symbol for the voice of God (Psalm 29:3; Job 37:5). The
Almighty will make a strong statement when this angel speaks.

Key Symbols:

v A Mighty Angel

= avoiceliketheroar of alion
v' Seven Thunders

= thevoice of God

What Othersare Saying:

David Hocking: Such "thunders' do comeforth from the throne of God
(Revelation 4:5) and dramatically emphasize theimportance of God's message and
purposes (Revelation 8:5). ©2

David Jeremiah with C.C. Carlson: Thisislike a seven-gun salutein the skies, ©+

Revelation 10:4 And when the seven thunders spoke, | was about to write; but | heard a
voice from heaven say, " Seal up what the seven thunders have said and do not writeit
down."

God will make an emphatic remark in hisvoice of seven thundersthat even John will be



ableto hear. Unfortunately, John will betold not towriteit down. No one knows why John
was prevented from recording what he heard, but just remember that thunder isalso a
symbol of God'swrath (Job 26:14), and what he utterswill probably coincide with divine
judgment.

What Othersare Saying:

Hal Lindsey: It must be something so potent that theworld smply can't takeit at
thispoint. Whatever it is, | think it won't be long before we can ask the angel
personally what thisunmentionable messageis. ©=

Tim LaHaye: Sincethe Apostle John was commanded by the voice to seal up their
utterances, it isfoolish to conjecture any further. w2

Oliver B. Greene: Already set before usare blood, tears, famine, heartache, and
heartbreak; killing, misery, hail, fire, burning mountains, demon monstrosities,
men begging to die and unableto do so. Surely what John was forbidden to write
must have been beyond human imagination and under standing. -

TheTimeto Act |s Now!

Revelation 10:5, 6 Then theange | had seen standing on the sea and on theland raised his
right hand to heaven. And he swore by him who livesfor ever and ever, who created the
heavens and all that isin them, theearth and all that isin it, and the sea and all that isin
it, and said, " Therewill be no more delay!

Just asawitnessraises hisright hand to take the oath to tell thewholetruth in a
courtroom, thisangel will raise hisright hand toward heaven to swear to tell God'struth.
His oath will emphasize the fact that he hasthe authority and power of God behind him.

Therewill be no moredelay! It will be the answer the martyred Tribulation Saints have
been waiting for. God will no longer delay his vengeance for their persecution and death.
To the believerson earth who have been running, hiding, and waiting, these words will
mean they will no longer haveto wait for God to move against thewicked. And tothe
unbelieverson earth, they will mean God is now going to fulfill hiswrath with no more
delay.

This message should be a word of consolation to the saved and aword of terror to the lost.
In a moment, the awesome, final judgments of God will start falling and nothing will stop
them.

Key Point
v When it istime, it istime. God will not be delayed.

Key Symbols:

v A Mighty Angel



* right hand raised to heaven
*» Therewill be no more delay!

What Othersare Saying:

David Hocking: Although at timeswe wonder if God knows or caresabout what is
taking place on earth, the Bible assures us that he does. »¢

Remember This...

v' TheTribulation Saintsasked in Revelation 6:10, 11: How long, Sovereign Lord, holy
and true, until you judge the inhabitants of the earth and avenge our blood? Then each of
them was given a white robe, and they weretold to wait alittle longer, until the
number of their fellow servants and brotherswho wereto be killed was completed.
Now that the time of vengeance has come. There will be no more delay!

God's Mystery Accomplished

Revelation 10:7 But in the days when the seventh angel is about to sound histrumpet, the
mystery of God will be accomplished, just ashe announced to his servantsthe prophets.”

Jesus has now opened all seven seals, and six of the angels have sounded their trumpets.
Thelast trumpet will bring the seven bowl judgments. But before the seventh angel blows
histrumpet, a voice from heaven will declare, the mystery of God will be accomplished, just
as he announced to his servants the prophets. One of God's great secretswill unfold during
the seventh trumpet judgment exactly asthe prophets predicted (Jeremiah 51:25; |saiah
13:19, 20).

The Bible identifies several mysteries. One of them is called the mystery of iniquity or the
mystery of lawlessness (2 Thessalonians 2:7). It isa mystery why God allowed Satan to
cause thefall of mankind, a mystery why he allowed sin to do so much damagein the
world, a mystery why he will allow his people to be persecuted and martyred in the
Tribulation Period, and a mystery why he will allow the Antichrist and the False Prophet
toreign. All of these mysterieswill finally be answered when we reach heaven.

What Othersare Saying:

J. Vernon M cGee: Asthis passage of Scriptureindicates, the fact that thereis
something that we don't know about because it has been sealed meansthat God has
awholelot to tell usyet. When we get into his presence, we will find out. ©2

Something to Ponder

v' SoMany ThingsWe Do Not K now:
» Themystery of the Rapture—1 Corinthians 15:51
* Themystery of Israel's blindness—Romans 11:25
* Themystery of God'swisdom—1 Corinthians 2:7
» Themystery of Christ and the Church—Ephesians 5:31, 32



* Themystery of Christ in us—Colossians 1:26, 27
* Themystery of the kingdom of heaven—M atthew 13
* Themystery of godliness—1 Timothy 3:16

Be a Doer of TheWord

Revelation 10:8 Then the voicethat | had heard from heaven spoke to me once more: " Go,
take the scroll that liesopen in the hand of the angel who is standing on the sea and on the
land."

Now John must be more than just alistener, hemust also be a doer (James 1:22). The same
voice of the seven thunderstells John to go and take the open book out of the mighty
angel'shand. Thesameistruefor all believers. Serving God requires doing, not just
listening. The Word of God should be like a cavalry bugle blowing for an attack, sparking
believersto action.

Eat The Book?

Revelation 10:9 So | went to the angel and asked him to give methelittle scroll. He said to
me, " Takeit and eat it. It will turn your stomach sour, but in your mouth it will be as
sweet as honey."

Whether John will move from heaven to earth or whether he will already be on earth isa
matter of debate, but he will go to the mighty angel and request thelittle book. Thisisa
form of receiving a commission or special task from God. John was switched from being a
gpectator of these amazing thingsto being a participant in them. God does that with all of
his people. Before Jesus ascended to heaven heinstructed hisdisciplesto go and preach the
good newsto everyone (Mark 16:14-20). Christians are not saved to be waited on; they are
saved to serve.

Theanged tellsJohn to take the book and eat it. This may sound off-the-wall, but it's not
new to the Bible. Jeremiah ate the words of God (Jeremiah 15:16). Ezekiel ate a scroll
(Ezekiel 3:1-15) from God. Theimplied ideaisthat the Word of God must betaken to
heart_(not left outside one's body, Ezekiel 3:10). The Bible will profit uslittle unlessit
becomes part of us, so it must be brought inside of one's self and assmilated. We need to
read the Bible, and then obey itsinstructions (Romans 2: 13).

Theinstruction to eat thelittle book will come with a warning that the Word of God will
taste sweet (Psalm 119:103) but will turn sour once digested. L earning the Word of God
with its plans and mysteries can be enjoyable and exciting, but understanding thereality
of itsjudgmentsissickening. Isn't it sweet to know that Satan will soon be bound and
chained, but bitter to contemplate what peoplewill go through beforehand? Isn't it sweet
to know that final victory isassured, but bitter to contemplate the plagues, pain, loss of
life, and eternal destiny of thelost? It was pleasant for John to receive the message from
God, but painful for him to contemplate the stepstoward fulfillment.

Key Point

v Weneed toread the Bible, and then obey itsingructions.



What Othersare Saying:

David Jeremiah with C.C. Carlson: Preaching the prophetic truth isa bitter-sweet
experience. o

David Hocking: Perhapsthe full impact of what John experienced isareminder to
all who proclaim God'swonderful Word and speak of his coming judgment and
wrath. We must speak it with a measure of sorrow and bitterness. A broken heart is
aprerequisite to the proclamation of God'sjudgment and wrath. ©x

Remember This...

v"John was called up into heaven in Chapter 4, but in this chapter he saw an angel
coming down from heaven. The angel planted hisfeet on theland and sea, and John
even took a book out of his hand. Some experts seem to think John had a vision of this
in heaven, while othersare not sure he did not come back to earth. This apparent
discrepancy is still debated today.

Get TheWord

Revelation 10:10 | took thelittle scroll from theangel'shand and ateit. It tasted as sweet
as honey in my mouth, but when I had eaten it, my stcomach turned sour.

John did what hewasinstructed to do. Hetook thelittle book and ateit. It tasted good at
first, but later it was sickening. But there smoreto thisverse.

True prophets hear the voice of God just like John did. What did John do? Hegot the
Word of God (took it from the angel). Thisisthe only place to find a prophetic message.
Go and get the Word of God. Digest it. Hereisatest. If everything comes up roses, you
have eaten the wrong thing. True prophets prophesy because God lovesthelost. He cares
about what will happen to them.

Something to Ponder

v" When the prophet Ezekiel was called (Ezekiel 2:1-9) hewastold to stand on hisfeet
while God spoketo him. Then the Spirit raised him up and spoke to him. Hetold
Ezekiel, | am sending you to the I sra€lites, to a rebellious nation that has rebelled against
me; they and their fathers have been in revolt against me to this very day. The people to
whom | am sending you are obstinate and stubborn. Ezekiel wastold to speak God's
wordswhether the people listened or not.

v" When the prophet Jeremiah was called (Jeremiah 1:3-19) hewastold God had
appointed him to be a prophet before he wasborn. Jeremiah did not want the
assgnment and said he wastoo young. But God told him he would tell Jeremiah what
to say. Even though Jeremiah was only about twenty, he still obeyed.

For Them to Read



Revelation 10:11 Then | wastold, " You must prophesy again about many peoples, nations,
languages, and kings."

When John wastold to eat the book, he was also given a commission from God. He was
told to prophesy about many peoples, nations, languages, and kings. Thiswas his great
privilege, hisgreat calling, and hisgreat responsibility.

John was not told to deliver the message to many peoples, nations, languages, and kings
but about many peoples, nations, languages, and kings. Thisiswhat John doesin the
remaining chapters of Revelation. During the Tribulation Period, many peoples, nations,
languages, and kings will open these last chaptersand read what John had to say about
them.

Study Questions

v" What will the glow on the mighty angel's face indicate?

v" Who hasthe voice of seven thunders?

v" What are some of the mysteriesthat will not beanswered until we reach heaven?
v' What are the two commissions God gaveto all Christiansthrough John?

Goto Answers

Chapter Wrap-up

v" Another mighty angel will come down from heaven adorned in strange gar ments and
holding alittle scroll. He will claim the land and sea for God. (Revelation 10:1, 2)

v" Theangel standing on the sea and land will raise hisright hand and declare that there
will be no more delay for the judgment of earth. (Revelation 10 :5, 6)

v John will betold to take the scroll from the angel which signifiesa Christian's duty to

act upon God'sWord and not just listen to it. (Revelation 10:8)

When John eatsthe scroll it will taste sweet at first but will turn his stomach sour. This

exemplifiesthat learning God's Word can be exciting, but understanding therealities

of thejudgmentsissickening. (Revelation 10:9)

God assigned John thetask of prophesying about many peoples, nations, languages,

and kings. (Revelation 10:11)
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