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I  w as  l is t ening  t o Chris t ian-t al k  rad io t his  w eek .  Y ou k now  t he t y p e.  P rog ramming  hos t ed  by  a 
rel ig ious  ex p ert  t hat  d raw s  s l eep y ,  cons umed -w it h-t he-rap t ure Chris t ians ,  f ocus ing  on end -t ime 
p rop hecy ,  and  w hat  vers ion of  t he B ibl e y ou mus t  read  in ord er t o g et  int o H eaven.  M aj oring  on 
t he minors .   
R eaching  f orw ard  w it h my  hand  t o chang e t he channel ,  an unus ual l y  s w eet  Chris t ian man’ s  
voice ent iced  me t o d raw  my  f ing er back  f rom t he s can but t on,  as  t he hos t  s aid  “you’re on the 
a i r,  C hri s ” .   
“I  a m  c onc erned  a b out the ha te I  hea r f rom  m y f el l ow  C hri s ti a ns  tod a y” ,  thi s  s of t s p ok en m a n 
s a i d .  “I t s eem s  s o m uc h of  w ha t I  hea r on the ra d i o tod a y i s  s o c orros i v e.  S houl d n’t w e b e 
tryi ng  to l ov e p eop l e i nto the K i ng d om ?  I t i s  a  l ot ea s i er to d ra w  f l i es  w i th honey. ”   
“F l i es  w i th honey” ,  I  t houg ht  as  I  hit  t he count ry  mus ic s t at ion but t on,  w here t hey  act ual l y  s ing  
about  s in,  not  w ant ing  t o hear t he hos t ’ s  s ug ary  res p ons e.   
A s  I  s at  at  t he t raf f ic l ig ht ,  t ry ing  not  t o s cream,  I  g l anced  at  t he ol d  1 9 8 8  H ond a s it t ing  in t he 
l ane bes id e me.  Cons umed  by  rus t ,  it  w as  a miracl e t hat  t he ol d  t an bug g y  s t il l  w as  abl e t o w ig g l e 
d ow n t he road .  “W ow ” ,  I  t houg ht  out  l oud .  “T he s a l t s ure ha s  c orrod ed  tha t c a r. ”   
S al t .  Corros ion.  Chris t ian rad io.   
A ccord ing  t o W ebs t er,  corros ive means  t o w ear aw ay  g rad ual l y  by  chemical  react ion.   
I n M at t hew  5 : 1 3 ,  J es us  t ol d  us  “Y ou a re the s a l t of  the ea rth” .   
E ver w ond er w hy  H e chos e s al t ?   
W hy  d id n’ t  H e s ay :   

• “Y ou a re the p ep p er of  the w orl d ” .   
• Or “Y ou a re the T a b a s c o-s a uc e of  the w orl d ”   
• B et t er y et ,  f or t od ay ’ s  rap id l y  becoming  g ood -f or-not hing -Chris t ians ,  “Y ou a re the s ug a r 

of  the w orl d . ”   
N o,  J es us  chos e s al t .  T ry  as  I  mig ht ,  I  can’ t  t hink  of  a s ing l e s it uat ion w here s al t  t as t es  s w eet .   
A  q uick  int ernet  s t ud y  on t he p rop ert ies  of  s al t  w il l  s how  t hat  it  is ,  by  it s  very  nat ure,  corros ive.  
S al t ,  an acid ,  is  a combinat ion of  s od ium and  chl orid e,  eit her el ement  t ak en al one is  t ox ic t o t he 
human bod y .   



W hat  w as  J es us  t hink ing ?  W hy  d id n’ t  he t el l  us  t o be t he “ honey ’  of  t he eart h.  W as  H e conf us ed ?   
I f  J es us  t ol d  us  t hat  w e w ere s al t  w oul d n’ t  it  be a g ood  id ea t o s t ud y  t he f unct ion of  t he t hing  he 
t ol d  us  t o be?  W oul d n’ t  it  be a g ood  id ea t o f ig ure out  w hat  s al t  d oes ?   

• S al t  is  a p res ervat ive… k eep s  t hing s  f rom rot t ing .  Know  any t hing  rot t ing  in t he w orl d ?   
• S al t  heal s … . y our g rand ma every  t el l  y ou t o g arg l e s al t  w at er?  L ot ’ s  of  hurt ing  f ol k s  out  

t here.   
• S al t  g ives  f l avor… ever hear s omeone comment  on how  p ot at oey  t heir F rench f ries  t as t e?  

N o,  t he correct  res p ons e is  “ B oy ,  t hos e F rench f ries  t as t e s al t y . ”  S al t  chang es  t he t as t e of  
every t hing .   

• S al t  caus es  t hirs t … mak es  one w ant  t o d rink … . . k now  any one t hirs t y  f or T rut h?   
• S al t  mel t s  ice… onl y  t he G os p el  can mel t  a col d ,  s t ony  heart .   
• S al t  p urif ies … al k al i,  a f orm of  s al t ,  is  t he l ead ing  ing red ient  in s oap .  Coul d n’ t  our cul t ure 

us e a g ood  cl eaning ?   
• S al t  k il l s  s l ug s … . at  l eas t  t hat  is  w hat  a y oung  boy  t ol d  me w hen I  s p ok e at  a s chool  

as s embl y .   
Chris t ians  are s up p os ed  t o be s al t .   
S ug ar may  mak e us  f eel  g ood  w hen w e s p read  it  around ,  but  al l  s ug ar d oes  is  mak e s omet hing  
eas ier t o s w al l ow ,  if  y ou k now  w hat  I  mean. .   
“J us t a  s p oonf ul  of  s ug a r m a k es  the m ed i c i ne g o d ow n”  M ary  P op p ins  s ang .   
T he A merican cul t ure is  s ick  and  d ecay ing  and  w e w ant  t o s p read  s ug ar.   
I  s aw  J oel  Os t een on L arry  King  l as t  w eek ,  p romot ing  his  book  Y ou’re B es t L i f e N ow .  H aving  
s p ent  w eek s  at op  t he N ew  Y ork  T imes  bes t  s el l ers  l is t ,  he,  al ong  w it h R ick  W arren,  is  t he f ace of  
mod ern evang el ical  Chris t ianit y .  Os t een is  p as t or of  L ak ew ood  Church in H ous t on,  a 
cong reg at ion of  3 0 , 0 0 0 ,  t he f as t es t  g row ing  church in A merica and  has  a w orl d -w id e t el evis ion 
minis t ry .  S mil ing ,  s w eet ,  every  hair in p l ace,  P as t or J oel  and  M r.  King  eng ag ed  in t he f ol l ow ing  
d ial og ue.   
KI N G :  S o then a  J ew  i s  not g oi ng  to hea v en?   
OS T E E N :  N o.  H ere' s  m y thi ng ,  L a rry,  i s  I  c a n' t j ud g e s om eb od y' s  hea rt.  Y ou k now ?  O nl y g od  
c a n l ook  a t s om eb od y' s  hea rt,  a nd  s o -- I  d on' t k now .  T o m e,  i t' s  not m y b us i nes s  to s a y,  you 
k now ,  thi s  one i s  or thi s  one i s n' t.  I  j us t s a y,  here' s  w ha t the b i b l e tea c hes  a nd  I ' m  g oi ng  to p ut 
m y f a i th i n C hri s t.  A nd  I  j us t I  thi nk  i t' s  w rong  w hen you g o a round  s a yi ng ,  you' re s a yi ng  
you' re not g oi ng ,  you' re not g oi ng ,  you' re not g oi ng ,  b ec a us e i t' s  not ex a c tl y m y w a y.  I ' m  j us t. . .   
KI N G :  B ec a us e w e' v e ha d  m i ni s ters  on w ho s a i d ,  your rec ord  d on' t c ount.  Y ou ei ther b el i ev e i n 
C hri s t or you d on' t.  I f  you b el i ev e i n C hri s t,  you a re,  you a re g oi ng  to hea v en.  A nd  i f  you d on' t 
no m a tter w ha t you' v e d one i n your l i f e,  you a i n' t.   
OS T E E N :  Y ea h,  I  d on' t k now .  T here' s  p rob a b l y a  b a l a nc e b etw een.  I  b el i ev e you ha v e to k now  
C hri s t.  B ut I  thi nk  tha t i f  you k now  C hri s t,  i f  you' re a  b el i ev er i n G od ,  you' re g oi ng  to ha v e 
s om e g ood  w ork s .  I  thi nk  i t' s  a  c op -out to s a y I ' m  a  C hri s ti a n b ut I  d on' t ev er d o a nythi ng  . . .   



KI N G :  W ha t i f  you' re J ew i s h or M us l i m ,  you d on' t a c c ep t C hri s t a t a l l ?   
OS T E E N :  Y ou k now ,  I ' m  v ery c a ref ul  a b out s a yi ng  w ho w oul d  a nd  w oul d n' t g o to hea v en.  I  
d on' t k now  . . .   
KI N G :  I f  you b el i ev e you ha v e to b el i ev e i n C hri s t?  T hey' re w rong ,  a ren' t they?   
OS T E E N :  W el l ,  I  d on' t k now  i f  I  b el i ev e they' re w rong .  I  b el i ev e here' s  w ha t the B i b l e tea c hes  
a nd  f rom  the C hri s ti a n f a i th thi s  i s  w ha t I  b el i ev e.  B ut I  j us t thi nk  tha t onl y G od  w i l l  j ud g e a  
p ers on' s  hea rt.  I  s p ent a  l ot of  ti m e i n I nd i a  w i th m y f a ther.  I  d on' t k now  a l l  a b out thei r 
rel i g i on.  B ut I  k now  they l ov e G od .  A nd  I  d on' t k now .  I ' v e s een thei r s i nc eri ty.  S o I  d on' t k now .  
I  k now  f or m e,  a nd  w ha t the B i b l e tea c hes ,  I  w a nt to ha v e a  rel a ti ons hi p  w i th J es us .   
A nd  a l at er g ive and  t ak e.   
KI N G :  D o you ev er i nv ol v e p ol i ti c s  i n the s erm ons ?   
OS T E E N :  N ev er d o.  M y f a ther nev er . . .   
KI N G :  N ev er m enti on P res i d ent B us h?   
OS T E E N :  W el l ,  onl y to p ra y.  O nl y to p ra y.  W e p ra yed  f or P res i d ent B us h,  C l i nton,  a l l  of  them .  
B ut I ' v e nev er b een p ol i ti c a l .  M y f a ther ha s n' t.  I  j us t,  I  ha v e no . . .   
KI N G :  H ow  a b out i s s ues  tha t the c hurc h ha s  f eel i ng s  a b out?  A b orti on?  S a m e-s ex  m a rri a g es ?   
OS T E E N :  Y ea h.  Y ou k now  w ha t,  L a rry?  I  d on' t g o there.  I  j us t . . .   
KI N G :  Y ou ha v e thoug hts ,  thoug h.   
OS T E E N :  I  ha v e thoug hts .  I  j us t,  you k now ,  I  d on' t thi nk  tha t a  s a m e-s ex  m a rri a g e i s  the w a y 
G od  i ntend ed  i t to b e.  I  d on' t thi nk  a b orti on i s  the b es t.  I  thi nk  there a re other,  you k now ,  a  
b etter w a y to l i v e your l i f e.  B ut I ' m  not g oi ng  to c ond em n thos e p eop l e.  I  tel l  them  a l l  the ti m e 
our c hurc h i s  op en f or ev eryb od y.   
KI N G :  Y ou d on' t c a l l  them  s i nners ?   
OS T E E N :  I  d on' t.   
T hat ’ s  cot t on cand y  f ol k s ,  t hat  ain’ t  s al t .  N o w ond er his  church is  overf l ow ing ,  he’ s  p reaching  t he 
g os p el  accord ing  t o R od ney  King ,  “ Can’ t  w e al l  j us t  g et  al ong ? ”   
A merica is  in t roubl e,  becaus e mos t  churches  are s erving  s y rup .  T he l arg es t  church in A merica 
t ak es  no p os it ion on t he g reat  moral  is s ues  of  t he d ay .  M en marry  men,  1 0  command ment s  
rip p ed  of f  of  buil d ing s ,  evol ut ion t rump s  creat ion,  abort ion is  a choice.  T hat ’ s  ok ay ,  come t o our 
church,  w ho are w e t o j ud g e?   
I t  t ak es  courag e t o conf ront  s in,  t o be t he corros ive eat ing  aw ay  at  t he f ramew ork  of  t he w orl d .  
S ad  t o s ay ,  but  t he w orl d  has  become t he s al t  of  t he church.  W ant  p roof ?  Does n’ t  t he averag e 
t eenag er in y our church d res s  l ik e B rit ney  S p ears ?   



J us t  bef ore J es us  t ol d  us  w e w ere s al t ,  he w arned  us  of  t he cons eq uences  of  becoming  t he 
corros ive.  M at hew  5 : 1 1 -1 2   

B l es s ed  a re ye,  w hen m en s ha l l  rev i l e you,  a nd  p ers ec ute you,  a nd  s ha l l  s a y a l l  m a nner of  ev i l  
a g a i ns t you f a l s el y,  f or m y s a k e.  R ej oi c e,  a nd  b e ex c eed i ng  g l a d :  f or g rea t i s  your rew a rd  i n 
hea v en:  f or s o p ers ec uted  they the p rop hets  w hi c h w ere b ef ore you.  W hen w as  t he l as t  t ime y ou 
w ere p ers ecut ed  f or being  s ug ar?   
Y ou mig ht  l os e s ome f riend s ,  y ou mig ht  l os e s ome church members ,  and  y ou mig ht  mak e s ome 
enemies .  B ut  it  is  t ime y ou as k  y ours el f  if  y ou int end  t o buil d  a church,  or be t he church.   
F or the ti m e i s  c om e tha t J ud g m ent m us t b eg i n a t the hous e of  G od :  a nd  i f  i t f i rs t b eg i n a t us ,  
w ha t s ha l l  the end  b e of  them  tha t ob ey not the g os p el  of  G od ?  -- 1  P et er 4 : 1 7   
I  l earned  f rom a w hit e-w at er raf t ing  t rip  t hat  once y ou al l ow  t he w at er int o t he raf t ,  y ou s p end  
t he res t  of  t he t ime bail ing .   
I t ’ s  t ime t o bail .   
I t  is  t ime f or s ome T rut h,  f or a ret urn t o a s al t -l aced ,  corros ive,  s l ug -k il l ing  G os p el .   
N ow  is  t he t ime t o p as s  t he s al t !   
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hi g h s c hool  i n O hi o.  H e now  s p end s  hi s  energ y f i g hti ng  f or C hri s ti a n p ri nc i p l es  i n the p ub l i c  
d om a i n.   
E-M a i l :  c oa c h@ p ts a l t. c om  

 


